OW THE SEEDS, WATCH THI

RAYNES PARK WAS FORMED AFTER A MASS MOVE FROM STREATHAM, TRANSFERRING TO RAYNES PARK IN
1993 WITH AROUND 40 BOWLERS, REPORTS BARRY EASON.,

STREATHAM, THE original home for the club
was set up by the John Williams The British
Tenpin Bowling Association’s then {and up
until around 1998) Coaching co-ordinator and
“Graham Knight (who was last seen at
Orpington Bowl with their YBC | am led to
believe) in or arcund 1987.

The club moved from Streatham and lost
the red shirt, and tcok on the green of Raynes
Park in 1993. Some of the bowlers to move
where up and coming junior internationals,
Rob Evans and Jenny Brown, who is now mak-
ing a comeback after a few years away from
the scene and had a good result at Norwich in
the European Fives and the BTBA Nationals
and still bowling Counties with London. Both

of thermn have represented Raynes Park at inter-’

naticnal level. Robs parents Mike and Hazel,
were the clubs driving force then. The London
County junior teams had a large majority of
Raynes Bowlers although the club has never
really numbered over 40 bowlers. The few suc-
cesses with Jenny and Rob making the Triple
Crown teams in Ireland and Wales kept things
ticking over and the standards set.

In the next few years after Mike and Hazel
left in around 1995 there was a cartain
amount of rebuilding tc be done. Most of the
Streatham ties were lost through bowlers hav-
ing other commitments at work and leaving
through age.

The current committee led by Tom Farr and
John Whiffin took the reins with other parents
warking hard in the background, fund raising
(always a problem for small clubs) and coach-
ing the new bowlers coming in to replace the
old! Success was not far away. In 1997 Daniel
Eason resumed the International recognition
for the club followed by Peter Gauntlett the
next year 1998, both in Triple Crown teams. In
1999 three bowlers went to the Triple Crown

in Scotland. Daniel Eason, Craig Churcher and
Jemma Smith. Jemma also made the fuil inter-
national squad in 2000 and went to Holland
1o win Eurcpean championship medals with
England. 2000 has provided another three
bowlers to go to the Triple Crown. Jemma and
Craig Churcher the second year in
a row, Heather Stewart for her
first time, although she has been
first reserve on two other occa-
sions.

Apart from International suc-
cess, domestically things were
taking off as well. A large majori-
ty of the Surrey Junicr County
teams were now supplied by
Raynes Park bowlers refiecting
the move from London to the
Surrey area. Many of the Surrey
juniors are now representing the
Aduits; with noticeably the ladies
being placed second this year at
the Inter County Champicnships.
A total of 14 out of the sguad of
the junior squad of 25 came from
Raynes. There was alsc a large
representation in YAC and adult
teams. .
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with a new National Championships record.
The JST finals always eluding them, but 2000
finals became the boy's year as well. The
much talked about Junior Millennium tourna-
ment was another good weekend away. RP
coming third overail and figuring in the dou-
bles (Winning), trios (Third) and
five person team (Third) showing
N _ that they are becoming very

" strong in Youth bowling, espe-
ISIT clally in the five person team
arena, Many say that there are
not encugh five-person team
events. Go and watch the Junior
Scratch Teur finals or the last day
of the Junior Nationals if you
want o see it at its best in junior
bowling.

There has been a trickle of
young up and coming bowlers
S, joining RP over the past few
years. Jemma and Jason Smith,
Craig Churcher, Heather Stewart,
Sam and Mark Preece, All recog-
H nised Junicr Team England

bowlers, or soon to be! All of
them picking up National and
local medals with Raynes.

AT

In 1998 RP won the Southof  THAN THE SPACE Deciding to be part of the
England Team scratch with a Raynes Revolution this year are
tremendous performance taking SHUTTLE & A Cheryl Morley, Holly Towersey,
the SOE team record and repeat STAPLE DIET David Qverall. All from last years
ed the feat again in 1999. They Triple Crown. David's sister Sarah
dropped off in 2000 only having OF KFC & and her sidekick Donna Plush
the runners-up and third in the also a new club member have

team scratch division! But win-
ning the most trophies (19} in the tourna-
ment. In the same year, 1999,'they won the
Nationals Regularteam with a Nationai
Championship recerd and last year, 2000, won
the Boys AND Girls team trophies, the boys

1998 Boys 4th, 1999 Girls 6th; 2000
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~ already started to play havec in
the junior age group this year. Donna peing a
winner at Bushbury, Sarah was third. Donna
was afso the Wolverhampton All-Events win-
ner. Cheryl and Holly also making their mark
taking their Doubles trophy at the
Wolverhampton home again.

Latest success for the club is winning the
20090 Coach and Fours team Scratch event,
another five-person team event! With a score
of 2855, not bad with a dodgy instructor!

Keith Kendall has joined the coaching set
up 10 help and having adult Team England
member Gecff Buck has made a big differ-
ance to the club with Geoff's coaching exper-
tise and advice are invaluable. He has played a
big-part in the last year or so as the results

. show. New members for the 2000/2001 sea-

son, some maving from other local clubs will
ensure the success continues.
However the RP has always considered



itseif & family club and sadly the last founder

member of Streatham left Raynes Park this
year. Péter Gauntlett has bowled with the club
for 13 years, won many medals and trophies
and together with Daniel Eascn be the last
playing tie and longest serving members of
the club to leave will be sorely missed. Bowlars
now in there early twentias are now still
invelved in the scene. Rob Evans, Paul and
Younger brother Darren Lamb continue tc play
at Raynes in the Jupiter scratch feague and
Darren, one of the most talented bowlers in
the area not to have bowled a YBC career, he

- gave up at 14, collected a team medal at the
South of England this year.

Looking forward to the next few years will
be a challenge and there is some exiting talent
still to be uncovered. The likes of Samantha

* Irwin, John and Mark Williams, Jason Smith,
and Louise Hewitt are yet to be heard of on
the junior circuit in any force, but they are
making their mark, most of them medal win-
ners at fast years National Champicnships and
none over the age of 14 yet. Samantha Irwin
only having a couple of cutings on the merit
circuit and winning All-Events at the SOE and
Nationals in the junior division.

All this achieved with a club that has never
number more than 42 bowlers and at times
has been as low as 24, This should give some
hope to the smaller clubs cut there that suc-
cesses can he achieved through hard work
and enthusiasm and you do not have to have
150 plus club members to do it.

There are several other tournaments where
individuals have won'recognition. Sadly the list
is not up to date or as comprehensive as Rita
Woods. We bow tc your record keeping and
organisation Rita, but Yorkshire people are
always a canny bunch and very organised, so
they keep telling us! -

As a parent you often wonder is it all
worth it? Travelling the country at ungodly
hours, lost weekends, overdrawr}_,béghk bal-
ances, cars with mileage higher than the
space shuttle and a stapie diet of KFC and

" McDonalds from matorway service stations as
we do | would say that over the last few years,
watching the club (it was successful before as
Streatham it must be said) flourish along with
the National junior scene, gives more than
encugh reasons to say an unmitigated yes to
that question.

“Junior bowling, with all the tears and
heartache when it doesn't go quite right is far
out weighed by the successes achieved, how-
ever small.

It does make it all worthwhile at the end of
the day, don't you think?

AIRPORT
BOWLENNIUM

THE MABUHAY Strikers league
kindly invited yours truly to their
annual end of year party and pre-
sentation in Greenford last

. December. An all round great

evening, with an unexpected
cabaret (thanks Romy - how's your
head?) and all the bowlers and
their families having a great time
celebrating our sport. That's the
way to doit.

AMF MAIDSTONE

THE ANNUAL KTBA Inter-Centre
tournament was held in July and
was won by Bexleyheath by just
one point ahead of Chatham. The
tournament comprises many events
- men’s doubles, senior mixed dou-
bles, men’s singles, ladies singles,
ladies trios, junior fours and a five
person team, giving individuals in
each bowler some opportunity to
play. (Courtesy KTBA's Bowling
News}.

AMF NOTTINGHAM
FIETY-FOUR men and 18 ladies
competed in the AMF Senior
Bowlers Club Masters, the end of
season annual event and both titles
were taken by the winningest

i bowlers of the season. Pat Blaber

rounded off her fine season by
defeating Eileen Powney in the
ladies final to make it a fifth tourna-
ment win this year. Al lenkins only
got into the knockout stages as
bottorm seed (no 16), but he
bagged top seed Robbie Skinner
before defeating Billy McKnight,
Paul Noon and finally Pete Cornwall
in the final to make it four wins on
the year..
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